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MEC NTULI HOLDS URGENT MEETING WITH KING CETSHWAYO DISTRICT 

LEADERSHIP IN A BID TO END VIOLENT PROTESTS  

KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Mr Bheki Ntuli held 

an urgent meeting with the King Cetshwayo District Municipality leadership yesterday, 

09 July 2020, amid violent protests that threaten to derail service delivery in the area.  

The meeting comes in the wake of community protests and damage to water 

infrastructure resulting in water disruptions in many local municipalities. 

Reports from the municipality’s leadership have revealed that the community protests 

stem from disagreements between the King Cetshwayo District Municipality and some 

community members.  

These community members are former employees of a company that was outsourced to 

delivery water services for the rural areas and small towns of Umfolozi, Umlalazi, 

Mthonjaneni and Nkandla municipalities. They had their employment contracts 

terminated when the King Cetshwayo District Municipality engaged the Umgeni Water 

Board, a state entity, to render water support services while the municipality was 

building its internal capacity.  

The protests have resulted in the closure of roads, destruction of property and sabotage 

to the municipality’s water infrastructure. 

 

MEC Ntuli has welcomed the arrest of 52 people for public violence, malicious damage 

to property and blockading of roads since the protest action started. He said 

government will take the necessary steps to ensure that law and order is maintained. 

 

“Vandalism and destruction of property are acts of criminality which will not go 

unpunished because we will not allow the community to be deprived of essential 

services, such as water, because of a few individuals. The authority of the state 

cannot be disrespected, irrespective of the issues being raised. Proactive arrests 

of this nature are a clear sign of our law enforcement agencies’ commitment to 
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fighting crimes that instil unacceptable degrees of fear and infringe on the rights 

of others. Those that are responsible for the violence and destruction of property 

must face the full might of the law,” said MEC Ntuli. 

 

MEC Ntuli said there would be increased police patrols and visibility throughout the 

district municipality.  

 

“We are also strengthening our provincial crime intelligence capacity so that we 

can identify issues facing our communities before they escalate 

into protests. Experience has taught us that public protests are likely to increase 

as we are approaching the Local Government Elections, but we will thoroughly 

investigate each complaint on its merits. While we recognise the constitutional 

right of everyone to engage in peaceful and unarmed protests, we strongly 

condemn any accompanying violence, damage to property or disruption of 

transport and business activities,” said MEC Ntuli. 

ENDS 

For more information contact Gugu Sisilana on 082 889 3474 or email 

Gugu.sisilana@kzntransport.gov.za or gugu.sisilana@gmail.com  
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